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CONGRESS  FACES  MUCH  UNFINISHED  LEGISUTION 

Congressional  leaders  would  like  to  adjourn  Congress  by  June  21  when  the  Republican 
National  Convention  meets  in  Philadelphia.  In  addition  to  many  appropriation  bills  still 
in  Committee,  neither  chamber  has  acted  on  displaced  persons  legislation;  extension  of 
reciprocal  trade  agreements;  removal  of  racial,  restrictions  in  naturalisation  laws; 
statehood  for  Hawaii  and  Alaska;  a  federal  fair  en^loyment  practice  act;  making  future 
Finnish  War  Debt  payments  available  for  Finnish  students  to  study  in  the  United  States; 
on  our  membership  in  the  International  Trade  Organization;  strengthening  of  the  United 
Nations;  anti-lynching  laws;  the  labor  extension  service;  prohibition  of  liquor  adver¬ 
tising  in  interstate  commerce. 

The  House  has  not  voted  on  joining  the  World  Health  Organisation;  on  Federal  aid  to  educ- 
cation;  on  the  Taft-Wagner-Ellender  Housing  bill;  on  extending  controls  over  non- 
essential  uses  of  grain,  including  distilling,  in  order  to  increase  relief  shipments 
abroad. 

The  Senate  has  before  It  provisions  for  settling  Japanese  American  evacuation  claims; 
appropriations  for  the  Frozen  Fund;  anti-poll  tax  legislation. 

DRAFT  BILL  APPROVED  BT  HOUSE  CCHOCLTTEE 

On  May  3>  House  Armed  Services  Committee  —  by  a  vote  of  28  to  5  —  reported  out  the 
Andrews  draft  bill  (H.  R.  6U01).  This  now  goes  to  the  Rules  Committee,  “Uien  to  the  House 
floor  for  debate  and  vote.  Floor  consideration  is  expected  to  start  soon.  The  five  votes 
against  the  bill  were  cast  by  Representatives  Dewey  Short  of  Missouri,  Philip  J.  Phllbin 
of  Massachusetts,  C.W.  Bishop  of  Illinois,  James  J.  Heffeman  of  New  York,  and  Franck 
R.  Havenner  of  California.  Details  of  H.  R.  6UOI  are  given  later  in  this  Newsletter. 

SENATE  COMMITTEE  COMPLETING  WORK  ON  UMTM3RAFT  BILL 

The  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  is  expected  to  complete  work  on  its  ccmibined  UMT  and 
Selective  Service  bill  this  week,  with  a  Committee  vote  to  follow.  The  Senate  bill, 
which  may  come  up  for  floor  debate  during  the  week  of  May  10,  calls  for  ** selective"  train¬ 
ing  of  18  year  olds  for  12  months,  and  a  2U-month  military  service  draft  of  19  to  25  year 
olds.  Asked  on  May  3  whether  he  preferred  the  House  bill,  which  is  limited  to  military 
service,  or  the  Senate  bill,  which  calls  for  both  training  and  service.  Secretary  of 
Defense  Forrestal  said  he  would  rather  have  the  Senate  version,  since  it  makes  at  least  a 
partial  approach  to  UMT,  to  which  Forrestal  says  he  is  "unequivocably"  committed. 

^  THE  URCSNCY  OF  "(HUSS  ROOTS"  EXPRESSION 

Telegrams,  personal  visits  and  letters  from  the  h(»e  districts  are  of  critical  importance 
because  Congressmen  listen  attentively  to  expressions  from  the  "grass  roots."  With  the 
UMT  and  Selective  Service  bills  coming  \:qp  for  floor  debate  and  vote,  an  intensification 
of  contacts  with  your  Congressman  and  Senators  is  of  utmost  Importance.  Tour  convictions 
should  also  be  made  known  to  Representatives  Joseph  W.  Martin,  Jr.,  '  Speaker  of  the  House; 
Charles  A.  Halleck,  House  Majoxi.ty  Leader;  Leslie  C*  Arends,  House  Majority  Whip;  and 
Senators  Robert  A.  Taft  and  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg. 
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Here  are  six  basic  arguments  against  Selective  Service*  We  urge  you  and  your  like- 
minded  friends  —  to  study  them  and  Immediately  write  or  wire  your  representatives  in 
Washington,  using  your  own  words,  about  these  or  other  points.  We  are  coming  into  the 
period  idien  Congressmen  will  be  making  their  final  decision  on  the  draft* 

1*  Peacetime  conscription  is  against  American  traditions*  Training  to  kill  is  against 
Christian  ideals*  Arnold  J*  Toynbee,  famous  English  historian,  writes  in  his  monumental 
"Study  of  History"  as  follows:  "Militarism  ••*  has  been  by  far  the  commonest  cause  of 
the  breakdowns  of  civilizations*" 

2*  Conscription  is  a  move  toward  war.  Twice  America  has  had  conscription;  twice  this 
act  was  part  of  a  world-wide  war*  Instead  of  conscription,  we  should  be  taking  the  moral 
leadership  for  world  peace,  as  stated  in  "Instead  of  Rearmament  and  War,"  enclosed  with 
Newsletter  No*  52*  The  United  States  has  not  exhausted  the  possibilities  of  negotiation 
with  Russia,  has  not  pressed  unremittingly  for  world  disarmament,  has  not  done  all  it 
could  to  support  the  United  Nations. 


3*  Conscription  will  militarize  America*  Section  17  of  H*  R*  6U01  gives  the  Secretary  of 
Defense  the  power  to  commandeer  industry  in  peacetime,  determine  idiat  shall  be  produced, 
and  decide  prices  to  be  charged  and  compensation  to  be  paid,  with  penalties  up  to 
$50,000  for  refusal  to  comply*  On  May  3>  Secretary  of  Defense  Forrestal  told  the  House 
Armed  Services  Committee  that  present  military  demands  were  a  "minimum."  What  will  the 
next  demands  be? 


U*  Conscription  will  drain  our  economy  and  our  resources  and  undermine  democracy*  Re¬ 
vised  estimates  indicate  that  direct  military  costs  will  soon  reach  $20,000,000,000  a 
year  —  exclusive  of  military  lend-lease  to  E  R  P  countries,  now  being  mentioned*  On 
April  20,  Senator  Wayne  Morse  of  Oregon  told  the  Senate:  "We  cannot  pay  out  half  of  our  . 

budget  for  national  defense  and  still  maintain  a  free  economy  with  the  other  half."  The  *  ' 
four-year  European  Recovery  Program  has  been  estimated  at  less  than  $20,000,000,000  for 
worlc  recovery*  Are  we  embarking  on  a  world  program  of  guns  instead  of  butter? 


5.  Enactment  of  Selective  Service  does  not  replace  UMT*  On  April  12,  Defense  Secretary 
Forrestal  told  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee  that  Selective  Service  would  be  on  the 
books  until  a  UMT  act  is  passed*  The  evils  of  UMT  take  root  with  the  passage  of  Selective 
Service  * 


6*  Means  of  voluntary  recruitment  have  not  been  exhausted*  Only  the  Army  wants  conscrip-'^^ 
tion;  the  Navy  and  the  Air  Forces  both  admit  they  can  get  manpower  voluntarily*  What  is 
there  about  the  Army  which  leads  American  youth  to  place  it  in  a  class  by  itself?  Officer 
caste  system?  Housing  conditions?  Segregation  of  races?  Military  ideas  of  justice? 

What  about  Army  tactics  in  raising  intelligence  test  passing  grades  from  the  war-time  59 
to  the  present  80?  And  idiat  does  the  Army  say  about  the  testimony  of  General  E*  A*  Evans, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Reserve  Officers  Association  of  the  U*S*?  On  April  22,  General 
Evans  told  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee  that  :  (1)  the  Amy  discharged  World  War 

II  veterans  instead  of  placing  them  in  the  reserves,  as  Congress  had  directed;  (2)  for  . 
three  years,  the  Reserve  Officers  Association  has  tried  in  vain  to  obtain  from  the  Army  'T 
funds  and  equipment  to  organise  the  veterans  into  reserves;  (3)  it  was  apparent  that  I 
Amy  neglect  of  its  veteran  reserves  was  in  antlclpatlcM:  that  Congress  would  give  them 
UMT  and  Selective  Service;  (U)  had  the  Amy  handled  its  veterans  according  to  law, 
there  would  be  no  need  for  UMT  or  Selective  Service  today* 


Won*t  Tou  Wire  Or  Write  Today  - 

And  Ask  Tour  Friends  To  Do  Likewise? 
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lUJCB  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  ANIKEIS  BILL  -  H.  R.  6U01 

The  Andrews  Bill,  approred  by  the  House  Armed  Services  Comnittee  on  May  3*  still  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  amendment  in  floor  debate.  As  reported  out  of  Coimnittee,  the  Bill  provides: 

Authorized  sti^ngyis:  Army  -  837 >000;  Navy  and  Marines  -  666>882;  Air  Force  -  502>000« 
total  is  2>005>Bo2>  c<»Dpared  with  March  1  actual  strength  of  1,38U>500  and  strength 
originally  authorized  by  President  Truman's  19U9  Budget  of  1>U23>U27* 

Registration  for  draft:  All  males  between  ages  of  18  and  30>  inclusive. 

Liability  for  service:  Male  citizens,  and  male  aliens  intending  to  become  citizens,  be- 
tween  ages  of^  1^  and  25,  inclusive,  can  be  inducted  at  call  of  President  "whether  or  not  a 
state  of  war  exists."  Estimated  first-year  draft  under  House  bill  is  270,000  men. 

Service  period:  Two  years,  with  subsequent  liability  for  5  years'  service  in  organized 
reserves.  Aliematively ,  draftee  can  serve  in  regular  forces  for  3  years,  and  reduce 
subsequent  reserve  duty  to  3  years.  Bill  provides  for  voluntary  two-year  enlistments. 

Exemptions  from  service;  (1)  Men  now  on  active  duty  in  regular  forces  or  reserves;  (2) 
veterans  with  l2  months  active  duty  since  September  16,  19U0;  (3)  veterans  with  3  to  12 

months  active  service,  and  who  are  now  meinbers  of  organized  military  reserves.  (Periods 
spent  in  military  training  do  not  count  as  active  service.)  (U)  Holders  of  Purple  Heart 
and  combat  decorations.  (5)  Those  idio,  previous  to  enactment  of  H.  R.  6U01,  Join  the 
National  Guard  or  other  organized  military  reserves.  (6)  Those  who,  after  enactment  of 
H.  R.  U601,  Join  the  Guard  or  reserves  before  reaching  age  of  18|.  (7)  Those  in  ROTC 
and  other  student  military  corps.  The  President,  however,  has  the  right  to  order  up  for 
2  years'  service  "^thout  their  consent"  all  reservists  Wio  had  less  than  3  months  active 
service  prior  to  effective  date  of  bill.  (8)  Regular  or  ordained  ministers  and  theo¬ 
logical  students. 

Deferments  from  service:  (1)  Enrollees  in  certain  Officers'  Training  Corps,  until  train- 
ing  is  completed.  (2)  Federal  and  state  officials.  (3)  Industrial,  agricultural  and 
other  employees  "whose  activity  is  foimd  to  be  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
national  health,  safety,  or  interest."  (U)  Persons  with  dependents.  (5)  Married  men. 

(6)  High  school  students  until  graduation  or  attaining  20th  birthday  or  failing  in 
studies,  whichever  occurs  first.  (7)  College  students,  until  end  of  academic  year  or 
falling  in  studies. 

Conscientious  objectors:  Defined  as  a  person  who,  "by  reason  of  religious  training  and 
belief^  has  a  relation  to  a  "S\q5reme  Being  involving  duties  superior  to  those  arising  from 
any  human  relation,  but  does  not  include  essentially  sociological  or  philosophical  views 
or  a  merely  personal  moral  code."  Conscientious  objectors  objecting  to  non-combatant 
service  shall  be  deferred.  The  Senate  bill  now  under  revision  provides  for  conscientious 
objectors  to  go  into  a  program  of  national  importance  under  "immediate"  civilian  control. 

Discrimination:  This  bill  bars  discrimination  because  of  race  or  color  in  selection  of 
persons  for  service  and  in  execution  of  provisions  of  the  Act.  Negro  spokesmen  point  out, 
however,  that  courts  hold  segregation  is  not  discrimination,  and  ask  more  esqplicit  safe- 
guards  against  repetition  of  past  abuses  against  Negroes  in  the  armed  services. 

Penalties:  Imprisonment  for  5  years,  $10,000  fine,  or  both  for  anyone  who  falls  to 
register  or  serve;  for  anyone  "irtio  knowingly  counsels,  aids,  or  abets  another  to  refuse 
or  evade  registration  or  service;"  for  anyone  who  forcefully  interferes,  or  conspires  to 
interfere,  with  administration  of  the  Act. 

Control  over  Industry:  Bill  gives  Secretary  of  Defense  power  to  commandeer  any  industry 
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irtiich  is  making  >  or  which  can  be  converted  to  make  -  any  material  or  supplies  needed  by 
the  military.  Military  orders  take  precedence  over  other  business.  Secretary  can  speciiy 
’^reasonable"  prices  and  compensation.  Penalty  for  non-coiqplying  individuals  or  company 
officials  is  3  years  imprisonment  and  $50,000  fine. 

Induction  date;  Induction  delayed  for  90  days  after  Act  become  effective. 

Termination  date;  Act  goes  out  of  effect  2  years  after  enactment,  except  that  draftees 
must  complete  service  terms  and  reserve  duty.  Mr.  Andrews  pointed  out,  however,  that 
termination  date  could  be  changed  by  joint  Congressional  action. 

INDEPENDENT  SURVEY  OF  AMERICAN-RUSSIAN  RELATIONS  RECOMMENDED 

David  Lawrence,  writing  in  the  May  7  United  States  News,  questions  the  statements  often 
repeated  in  Washington  that  "force  is  ihe  only  languag^the  Russians  can  understand,"  and 
that  "we  have  done  everything  we  could  in  our  talks  with  Russia."  These  are  ex  parte 
claims,  he  says,  and  those  idio  make  a  policy  should  not  sit  in  jiidgment  on  their  own  acts. 

"What  is  needed,"  writes  David  Lawrence,  "is  an  impartial  examination  of  all  the  facts  ~ 
all  the  records  from  the  very  beginning  of  our  important  consultations  with  Russia  and 
our  allies  which  are  in  any  particular  related  to  the  issues  that  have  arisen  since  the 
end  of  the  war  and  liiich  are  unsettled  today. 

"The  Secretary  of  State,  General  Marshall,  should  himself  call  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commission  of  ten  or  fifteen  outstanding  citizens  to  idiom  all  testimony  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted.  The  sessions  should  be  open  to  the  public  and  to  the  press  of  the  world.  The 
investigation  should  be  conducted  independent  of  the  Government." 

In  a  full  page  advertisement  in  the  Mew  York  Times  of  April  21,  the  American  Friends  Ser¬ 
vice  Committee  appealed  for  three  steps  to  W  taken  nowi  begin  peace  talks  now, 
strengthen  the  United  Nations,  and  promote  personal  contacts  between  Americans  and 
Russians.  Write  to  the  A  F  S  C,  at  20  South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7  for  a  copy  of 
the  advertisement  and  arrange  to  have  it  run  in  your  newspaper  if  you  can. 

EXTENSION  OF  RECIFROCAI  TRADE  FROCMIAM  ESSENTIAL 

Authorization  for  the  reciprocal  trade  program,  in  effect  since  1933,  terminates  on  June 
12.  Its  intent  has  been  to  increase  world  trade  by  giving  the  administration  power  to  cut 
tariffs  in  return  for  lower  duties  abroad  on  American  made  goods.  Trade  agreements  have 
been  made  with  forty-two  countries.  From  193U  to  1939  trade  with  trade  agreement  countries 
Increased  twice  as  fast  as  with  non-trade  agreement  countries.  Many  members  of  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  have  been  hostile  to  this  program  for  increasing  trade  and  world 
economic  stability. 

Hearings  are  scheduled  on  extension.  May  3  through  May  7,  before  the  Gearhart  sub-committee 
of  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee.  No  public  testimony  nor  press  coverage  was  per¬ 
mitted  since  they  were  held  in  executive  session.  This  procedure  on  a  very  important 
phase  of  foreign  policy  se«u  to  many  a  violation  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Congress¬ 
ional  Reorganisation  Act  which  recommended  open  hearings. 


Attacks  on  the  program  vary  from  outright  opposition,  or  giving  Congress  power  to  ratify 
each  agreement  which  would  put  Congress  back  into  tariff  log-rolling  again,  to  limiting 
the  extension  to  one  year.  We  strongly  recosnend  a  three-year  extension  at  this  time. 

S.  Raymond  Wilson,  George  Loft,  and  C.  Lloyd  Bailey 
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Special  Supplement  for  WASHmTON  LSTTER  NO,  HP  -  May  4,  IPUS 

ALI..EN  BUX  —  H.R.  6Uhh 

Would  Offer  Incentives  for  Volunteering  as  Substitute  for  Draft 

On  May  h  Congressman  Leo  E.  Allen  of  Illinois  introduced  a  bill,  H.R.  61+IiU,  te 
build  up  nil-itary  strength  through  voluntary’’  enlistments,  rather  than  by  coin.iit- 
ting  the  United  States  to  an  unprecedented  peacetime  conscription  program.  His 
measure  would  al.lov/  t’.TO-ycar  voluntoei's  to  choose  either  a  $1,000  cash  bonus,  or 
the  educational  and  other  benefits  of  the  ”01  Bill  of  Rights,"  A  enlistee, 

upon  discharge,  could  choose  between  a  $1,^00  bonus,  or  the  GI  Bill  benefits. 

These  provisions  would  apply  to  all  volunteers  enlisting  after  March  31>  lfU7» 

The  Allen  Bill,  fiarther,  lowers  from  80  to  70  the  passing  grade  on  the  Amy  Gen¬ 
eral  Classification  Test  which  governs  acceptability  of  volunteers.  To  assist  in 
the  vo].untar2^  recruiting  prograia,  the  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  Defense  to 
fom  unpaid  citizens'  coranittees  throughout  the  country  to  stir^ulate  recruiting, 

CongreEsr.ian  Allen  introduced  his  bill  a  day  after  approval  by  the  House  Amed 
Services  Conr-iittee  of  a  draft  bill  (II ,R.  61^01),  The  Allen  Bill  calls  for  the 
sane  total  authorized  military  strength  —  2,005,882  men  —  as  proposed  by  H.R, 
6UOI,  A  further  similarity  is  the  power  given  the  Secretary  of  Defense  to  con- 
mandeer  private  industry  for  militar^^  production.  Enlistees  under  the  Allen  plan 
v*ould  lose  their  incentive  rights  if  discharged  before  the  end  of  their  service 
teniis,  unless  the  President  directs  othervdsc, 

llr.  Allen  is  Chaiman  of  the  Rules  Coiiinittee,  vhich  decides  the  order  in  which 
bills  will  coino  before  the  House  for  debate  and  vote.  He  stated  that  tlie  House 
Amed  Services  Ccmiriittoe  draft  bill,  F.R,  6];01,  vrould  not  be  considered  for  an¬ 
other  v^eek  or  ten  days.  In  this  time  he  hopes  to  gauge  Corgrossi.onal  reaction  to 
his  voluntary  incentive  plan  and  see  vhat  the  response  from  the  country  may  be, 

DULLES  STRESSES  "EPilCACY  GF  PEACEFUL  WAYS" 

John  Foster  Dulles,  spoalcing  before  the  quadj^ennial  meeting  of  the  General  Coiifer- 
ence  of  the  Lethodist  Church  in  Boston  on  May  k,  eaxenended  the  "program  of  peace" 
recently  f emulated  by  the  Federal  Council  of  Chui'ches  —  calling  on  American 
citizens  to  reject  prims  reliance  on  militaiy  .might,  resist  taoughts  of  war's 
inevitability^,  and  work  for  better  economic  conditions  in  the  vrorld  —  and  placed 
responsibility  for  averting  vfar  with  Russia  squarely  on  the  shoulders  of  America's 
churches • 

"The  available  evidence  and  the  logic  of  the  situation  strongly  indicate  tliat  Rus¬ 
sian  loaders  do  not  novr  -vrant  war  and  would  not  initiate  v;ar  unless  they  genuinely 
felt  that  w'ar  was  our  intention,"  Hr,  Dulles  said.  "War  is  always  likely  '.viien  a 
people  largely  ondov/ed  v/ith  \4oridly  goods  do  n6t  have  faith  in  their  institutions 
and  practices.  Such  a  faith,  if  coupled  with  vrork,  is  the  best  possible  insur¬ 
ance  against  assault  from  without.  Also,  that  faith  will  assiare  againsw  our  ovm 
resort  to  anus,  VTo  sliall  have  now  confidence  in  the  rigiitness  and  in  tlie  effi¬ 
cacy  of  peaceful  ways.  As  we  believe  in  them  nationally,  so  internationally  we 
shall  seek  peaceful  processes  and  those  habits  of  tolerance  which  permit  differ¬ 
ent  faitlir.  to  subsDsb  peacefully  side  by  side, 

"It  is  possible  to  pile  argument  upon  argument  to  show  that  war  is  unnecessary 
and  could  not  serve  its  intended  purpose,  Ihe  problem  of  preserving  peace  is, 
hoA/rver,  not  at  the  moment  a  probian  of  marshalling  arguments.  It  is  a  problem 
of  finding  minds  that  are  receptive  to  reason," 


